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Gentiana pneumonanthe L.

Marsh Gentian
1841-2010

National Status: Scarce, Native
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Widespread and in places fairly abundant on the eastern heaths of the New Forest, scattered and mostly
in no more than double figures elsewhere in the Forest. Censuses in a rolling selection of sites are carried
out each year by the New Forest Study Group. Outside the Forest, only seen recently on East Parley
Common, where a single plant was last seen in 1991, and Baddesley Common, a total of four plants in
two spots. MR has searched for it without success at Baddesley in a number of recent years.
There are unlocalised records for Hook Common from 1863, where it was recorded as “abundant” by
ARGM in 1973, but it declined due to scrub growth, and is probably now extinct there. It remains to be
seen if the grazing recently started can revive it. Certainly grazing at Bartley Heath has led to remarkable
increases in its abundance, though it varies from year to year. A few white flowered plants occur most
years at Bartley Heath.
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One plant (two flowering stems) near the pylon
amongst dense, rank Molinia. This heathland was
burned in 1991 which cleared off much of the
litter and helped a temporary revival but, by
1998, the sward was very dense again.
A few plants.
One flowering plant, amongst birch (overgrown
1988).
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Hampshire is a rich county botanically with a wide range of habitats, each with its
special plants. The Hampshire Rare Plant Register provides an inventory of locations
and detailed records for over 400 nationally or locally rare or threatened flowering plants
and ferns. This book, written by the two Hampshire Recorders for the Botanical Society
of the British Isles, enables conservationists and land managers to avoid inadvertent
losses by informing them precisely where plants occur, and allows researchers and
plant-lovers to track the fortunes of species of most concern. It provides a baseline from
which changes can be assessed and studies extended, and will be supplemented by
updates published on the Web.
Introductory sections cover the scope of the species accounts, the criteria for inclusion,
the habitats for rare plants and their prospects for survival. The main text gives brief
accounts of each species’ occurrence in both South and North Hampshire, combined in
most cases with records for every known site, concentrating on those made after 1986.
In some cases, where a plant qualifies for inclusion on national grounds but is not scarce
in Hampshire, distribution is shown by 1-km dot maps.
Format: A4, softcover, over 440 text pages plus 16-page colour section
illustrating key habitats and more than 60 rare or local plant species. The
Hampshire Rare Plant Register costs £18.50 plus £3.50 postage and packing.
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